Paediatric pain is an emerging specialty. The first edition of this book brought together many of the pioneers of this fledgling specialty, summarizing the state of play. The first edition was published in 1993.
The second edition has expanded its scope, adding new chapters and attracting new authors, acknowledged as experts in their field. The new chapters on sedation, pain in children with developmental disabilities, and pain management for critically ill children in intensive care units are welcome and bring together information not readily available elsewhere. Many of the chapters in the first edition have been substantially revised. Some of the chapters in the previous edition on acute postoperative pain management have been deleted. This is not unreasonable given the plethora of books on this topic.
The editors should be commended in compiling a comprehensive publication which encompasses the important issues pertaining to paediatric pain management and emphasizing the multidisciplinary and varied nature of persistent, recurrent and procedural pain in children and adolescents. Considerable attention is paid to developmental stages, cognition, pain assessment and treatment. There are several chapters on non-pharmacological pain management including acupuncture, physiotherapy, hypnotherapy, guided imagery, psychiatric aspects, psychological factors and complementary therapies. The areas of interest for the anaesthetist are not ignored with chapters on pharmacological and interventional management as well as chapters addressing specific pain areas such as burns, neuropathic pain and sickle cell disease to name a few.
This book occupies a niche in a field where not many references exist. It is an essential addition to anaesthesia and pain management department libraries and interested practitioners who treat children with complex and specialized pain complaints. However if acute postoperative pain management comprises the majority of the department's practice, I would recommend purchasing other books that focus on this area. Although many readers involved in paediatric anaesthesia may find the odd chapter interesting reading, the $319 asking price is very expensive for a personal copy.
G Anesthesia Pearls is a book well worth reading by anaesthetists of any seniority.
Each of its fifty short chapters describes a real-life case, exemplifying a clinical problem chosen from a diverse range. Some are common, others rare and all are of practical interest. Examples are post-polio syndrome, stridor after extubation, postoperative visual loss, and failed epidural block for caesarean section. The cases are set out in suitable detail, with background information being kept to a useful minimum. Then the reader is presented some questions which the discussion proceeds to answer. The chapter then outlines the patient's further management and outcome. Finally, the case's take-home messages are listed in point form, as "Clinical Pearls".
Nearly all the chapters are concise and easy to read, their uniform good quality reflecting the senior author's skills. The editorial net did miss some untidiness of discussion and English expression in a few otherwise-worthwhile contributions.
There are from three to thirteen references at the end of each chapter, listed in order of publication date. My count is a total of 346 references, 90% of them published in North America. Overall, they are up-to-date, and include some from 2002. The book's 26 contributing authors all are affiliated with U.S. institutions, mainly in Denver, Colorado. The book's U.S. bias matters little to the reader since the cases could occur anywhere and Dr Duke's editorial style would easily fit a chapter into an Australasian departmental weekly meeting. Spending some time in the library will broaden the reference range if necessary.
The strong clinical orientation of Anesthesia Pearls makes it attractive to all anaesthetists, whether for revealing situations previously unknown to them, for a quick reminder about a case at hand, or for preparation in teaching. Few competing books can 481 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 31, No. 4, August 2003 
